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As the Committee will be aware, recent updates to Scotland's National Performance
Indicator has shown that the Terrestrial Breeding Birds National Indicator remains as
"performance worsening"
http://www. scotl and .qov. uk/About/Performance/scotPerforms/i ndicator/biod iversitv.

The index of abundance of terrestrial breeding birds (which is used as an indicator of
biodiversity) increased between 2006 and 2008 and has since decreased. The BTO data on
which the indicator is based show that the long term trend is positive but the recent short
term decline may be a cause for concern.

The reasons behind the recent decline are complex and influenced by many factors. Several
harsh winters and wet summers have undoubtedly had an impact. Land use changes are
also significant for some birds. A range of initiatives are being undertaken that may help to
reverse the declines. SRDP continues to support a wide variety of actions aimed at both
specific birds and more generally for habitat conservation. These actions, when targeted
correctly, can have a big impact on a range of wildlife and we are currently considering the
design of the next SRDP programme, and this will look to target spending where we can
make the biggest impact.

Many of the actions set out within RPP2 should also directly benefit many bird species. For
example, proposals to restore 21,000 hectares of peatland per annum would have a
significant benefit on upland birds which have showed the 9reatest recent decline. Boosting
the rate of woodland creation will also benefit woodland birds and help develop green
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networks across the country although clearly we will need to balance the demands for native
planting for biodiversity and commercial species for meeting the needs of timber processors.

The 2020 Challenge for Scotland's Biodiversity will be published shortly and I am very
grateful for the Committee's input into its development. This will include a number of
outcomes and key steps that will move us towards halting biodiversity loss and the
degradation of ecosystem services and this is an important piece of the policy architecture
which will support efforts to boost terrestrial bird numbers.

PAUL WHEELHOUSE
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